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WELCOME! 
The Laurelhurst PTA welcomes you to our community. We want to make sure you feel included and informed. 
If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact the PTA at any time: 
President@LaurelhurstSchoolPTA.org. Please also see the PTA website: LaurelhurstSchoolPTA.org.  
 
Please remember to read the school handbook, as some topics are not covered in this "Inside Scoop" that 
ARE covered in the handbook. Also, make sure to keep the information that you receive in the back-to-school 
packet so that you can refer to it throughout the year. The yellow school calendars have current dates for all 
school and PTA events or you can view or sync the school calendar with your personal calendar at 
LaurelhurstSchoolPTA.org/calendar.  
 
 
Laurelhurst PTA Equity statement: 
 
As the Laurelhurst PTA, we would like to nurture a climate that sees diversity as an asset and works towards 
equity and inclusion in the following ways as a collective body: 
 
We support our school community and its staff in promoting our students’ understanding  of, and efforts to 
recognize and dismantle, the institutional and cultural barriers to individual achievement because of race, 
class, gender, national origin, ethnicity, culture, disability, age, faith, gender identity and sexual orientation. 
 
We support use of PTA funds to purchase resources, host school-wide events, and provide  professional 
development opportunities for staff and families that intentionally foster institutional and cultural equity, 
diversity, and inclusion by creating educational opportunities, raising awareness, and providing strategies and 
tools to dismantle bias to the collective benefit of all children of Portland.  
 
As a body, we will continue to develop within our own operations and policies a purposeful spirit and discipline 
that advances equity, diversity, and inclusion. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Parking at Laurelhurst 
 

At drop off and pick up, the streets around Laurelhurst School are one-way!  

Keep the school on your right! 

                 

Also, please keep in mind these driving courtesies: drive slower as many children are crossing streets, don't 
block driveways or corners, and don't park along the yellow curbs near the bioswales. See page 5 of the 
Laurelhurst Handbook for further information. 
 
Volunteer Background Check 
Thank you for donating your time to our school! The school loves and needs help from parents. Before you can 
volunteer must go to https://apps.pps.net/volunteermanagement/ and do an online background check.  
 
Visiting or Volunteering 
If you need to deliver something to your child, or are volunteering in a classroom or for PTA, you should come 
in the front doors and sign in at the computer in the front hall. You should also grab a "Volunteer" sticker so 
that staff and students will be advised that you are a parent or volunteer.  
 
Late Arrival 
If you arrive late, please take your student directly to the office and sign in at the secretary's desk. Take a 
"tardy" slip back to the classroom with you and hand it to the teacher. This alerts staff that your child is not 
actually absent.  
Biking or Scootering to School 
There is a “bike corral” at the NE end of the playground that is kept locked throughout the school day.  
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Electronics 
No electronics during school hours, 8:30am-3:15pm.  
 
Before and After School Care 
Childcare before and after school is provided by the YMCA, inside the school. For more information, see the 
YMCA link on the Laurelhurst web site https://www.pps.net/Page/5149 or call 503-327-0007.  
 
COMMUNICATION TOOLS TO KNOW ABOUT 
The best way to make sure you have all the information you need as a first time Laurelhurst parent is to be 
your own advocate! Talk to a teacher, email the PTA at President@LaurelhurstSchoolPTA.org, or ask another 
parent.  
 
New Notes 
New Notes is a weekly newsletter highlighting upcoming school events. You can join by signing up for the 
Membership Toolkit LaurelhurstSchoolPTA.MembershipToolkit.com/. 
 
PTA Website 
The PTA website is the main source for information about the school: LaurelhurstSchoolPTA.org 
 
Facebook 
If you are a Facebook user, don't forget to find the Laurelhurst Parents Facebook page. It's a great place for 
parents to see what's going on at the school and ask any questions on the parent forum — other parents are 
always happy to answer questions by new parents. When on Facebook, search for "Laurelhurst School 
Parents Group" or follow this link 
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=laurelhurst%20school%20parents%20group.  
 
If you live in Laurelhurst, there is another Facebook group that may be helpful for finding playmates for your 
children. Search for Laurelhurst Kids Club (https://www.facebook.com/groups/127980480561569/). This 
page is also used to share info on great contractors, child care providers and household help 
recommendations. Please note this resource is only for residents of Laurelhurst and is sponsored by the 
Laurelhurst Neighborhood Association. 
Principal/Parent Coffees 
Once a month, the Principal will hold an open meeting with parents and answer questions, give school 
updates, etc. 
 
PTA Meetings 
PTA meetings are an important way for parents to connect with the school. General PTA meetings will be held 
at 7pm on the third Tuesday of the month. They typically run for one hour and cover updates on PTA events, 
special presentations impacting our community as well as an update from the principal.  Everyone is welcome 
at the meetings, although only PTA members can vote. 
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SCHOOL EVENTS BY SEASON 
If you have any questions, please contact our Volunteer Coordinator Willy Lynn at 
Volunteer@LaurelhurstSchoolPTA.org.  
 
FALL 
Popsicle Social- Friday 9/6/19 
The PTA hosts an annual Popsicle Social in the beginning of the year after school for students and younger 
siblings.  
 
Back-to-School Night - Wednesday 9/11/19 
At this adult-only event, parents meet in the cafeteria.  The principal will give an update on the school, and you 
will hear from PTA, Foundation, and the YMCA aftercare coordinators. Afterward, you will be able to visit your 
child's classroom and hear the teacher speak about plans for the upcoming school year. If you have more than 
one child at the school you are welcome to attend more than one teacher's presentation. 
 
Gift Wrap Fundraiser - starts Thursday 9/19/19  
The PTA’s Gift Wrap Fundraiser raises more than $10,000 profit in just a few weeks. Here’s how it works: 
Students are given a catalog and order form and asked to solicit sales from family, neighbors and friends. They 
are not asked to go door-to-door or engage in any unsafe sales tactics. This is the ONLY fundraiser where kids 
are asked to sell anything. Family members who are not local can view products, order online, and get items 
sent directly to their home. You can also give a direct donation in lieu of selling items.  
 
Family Social- Friday 9/27/19 6-8pm 
This event is held on the playground and is an opportunity to socialize over dinner and meet other families. 
You are welcome to bring a picnic or we will have food carts available and live music! 
 
Enrichment Classes Before and After School - registration for Fall starts week of 9/02/19 
Laurelhurst Enrichments are before and after-school classes designed to complement and extend the great 
education our kids get at Laurelhurst School. The program is run by the Laurelhurst PTA, and with the help of 
Laurelhurst parent volunteers. SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE TO ANY STUDENT RECEIVING FREE 
AND REDUCED LUNCH OR FOR AN EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCE BY EMAILING ALYSON BRANT 
ABRANT@PPS.NET. 
 
Go to http://www.LaurelhurstSchoolPTA.org/enrichments to learn about our after-school enrichment programs 
and register your child for a class or you can contact the coordinator at 
enrichments@LaurelhurstSchoolPTA.org.  
 
Grandparents and Special Friends Day- Friday 10/18/19 
This event is an opportunity for a grandparent(s) or family friend to spend the morning with your child at school. 
It's a great way to meet teachers and see artwork your children have produced as well as hear from the school 
principal.  
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Carnival - Friday 10/25/19 
Carnival is a fun family fundraising event that the kids absolutely love and look forward to, no matter their age. 
It raises around $11,000 for the school and is a great community bonding time.  
 
Scrip  
Scrip is our biggest PTA fundraiser, earning more than $15,000 for our school each year. It’s an easy one for 
all parents to participate in. Parents buy gift cards from the school to stores they normally frequent (Fred 
Meyer, Whole Foods, New Seasons, Pizzicato, Starbucks and Amazon.com, to name a few, and there are 
many more). The school receives an average of 5% return of sales since we get the cards at a lower cost than 
face value. For more info, contact LaurelhurstSchoolbucks@gmail.com.  
 
Fred Meyer Community Rewards  
Another way to give back to the school! Here’s how the program works: Sign-up for the Community Rewards 
program by linking your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to Laurelhurst School PTA at 
www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards. You can search for Laurelhurst by name or by non-profit number 
(88740). Every time you shop use your Rewards Card and you will help Laurelhurst School earn a donation! 
Best of all, you still earn your Rewards Points, Fuel Points, and Rebates, just as you do today. Since the 
program started Laurelhurst School has earned around $1,000 each quarter, with no fundraising effort 
whatsoever.  
 
Amazon Smile 
Every time you purchase, Laurelhurst PTA gets a 0.5% contribution, a cost to Amazon, not you. Go to 
smile.amazon.com and login to your account, choose Laurelhurst PTA as your recipient charity, and remember 
to order off the smile.amazon webpage next time you are ordering on Amazon.  
 
Bottle Drop 
BottleDrop is a new system for redeeming bottles and cans in Oregon run by the Oregon Beverage Recycling 
Cooperative. You can participate using "Blue" bags or "Green" Bags. The blue bag program is for fundraising, 
once you drop off your filled bag at a BottleDrop center, the funds will go directly to the Laurelhurst PTA. Pick 
up your BLUE bag at the front office. Fill your bag (about 75-100 containers, if filled with glass, about half full, 
20 lb. limit). Once full, take your bag (limit of two at a time) to a BottleDrop Center. The closest centers are the 
Hollywood and Hawthorne Fred Meyer. Scan the barcode on the bag to unlock the BottleDrop door, drop you 
bag in & you are all done! Pick up a new blue bag at the SCRIP table before or after school. 
 
That's it! The blue bag fundraiser is a hassle free way to contribute to the PTA. In addition, the City of 
Portland's Crime Prevention experts recommend removing redeemable recyclables from your curb to help 
prevent crime. Questions: Contact Becca Smith at cheekyb@comcast.net. 
 
Scholastic Book Fair 
This weeklong PTA event held is held in the school library Fall and Spring and raises more than $11,500, with 
40% of the proceeds going to the school. If you are interested in volunteering for a shift during the book fair, 
please contact Willy Lynn at Volunteer@LaurelhurstSchoolPTA.org and PTA will connect you with the 
Chairperson. 
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Pizzicato Dough for Dollars- Date TBD  
Every year Pizzicato Laurelhurst gives 20% of their sales for one night to Laurelhurst School.  
 
Parent Teacher Conferences Monday 11/25/19 and Tuesday 11/26/19 
These are also a parent-only event unless the teacher has invited your student to attend. This is an opportunity 
to talk to the teacher one-on-one, see how your child is doing, ask questions, and offer your own unique 
knowledge of your child to the teacher.  
 
Laurelhurst School Foundation 
The Laurelhurst School Foundation is an organization of parents, teachers, and community members 
committed to improving the quality of education at Laurelhurst Elementary School. 
The Foundation works in cooperation with the PTA with the belief that great communities make great schools. 
The PTA does a fantastic job raising funds for supplies, equipment and special programs but cannot fund staff 
– only the Foundation can do that. 
 
The Principal, in consultation with staff and parents through the PTA and Site Council, decides how to spend 
funds raised by our Foundation. For more information go to http://www.laurelhurstfoundation.org/.  
 
Foundation Direct Appeal 
The Direct Appeal is a request for donations to support staff requirements at the school. As we all know, 
budgets for public education are insufficient for the great task at hand – ensuring every student has the skills, 
support, and foundation to fulfill their potential. Coupled with an extraordinary teaching staff, financial gifts to 
the Foundation have helped make an average education become outstanding for every child at Laurelhurst.  
 
For example, in the past our Foundation dollars were used to fund a full time equivalent position for staff, 
Kindergarten educational assistance, literacy support for kindergarten through second grade, fourth grade 
math assistance, Spanish/Art/Music/Library/P.E., and a technical elective for seventh and eighth grades. 
These are programs and teachers are not available at every Portland Public School. We are extremely lucky to 
have the support of the Laurelhurst Foundation. While it may feel annoying to get hit with requests for money, 
knowing that those funds directly impact our programs helps to understand their importance. It is possible to 
make a single donation, or to make monthly donations. Many corporations match contributions to the 
Foundation, so please ask about this when the Direct Appeal happens if you suspect your company would 
participate. For more information: www.laurelhurstfoundation.org 
 
WINTER 
Winter Bazaar - Sunday 12/1/19 
Laurelhurst PTA hosts an annual winter craft bazaar the first Sunday in December. If you are a crafter or 
maker of some sort, you may want to look for the invitation to submit an application to become a vendor in 
early September. Students can also apply to be vendors at the bazaar and sell their own creations. The bazaar 
has a wonderful array of vendors, ranging from jewelry to birdhouses, knitted hats, books, paintings, garden 
art, handmade vinegars, delicious sweet treats, and more. It’s a great place for the entire community to come 
and shop for holiday gifts.  
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Valentines Dance Party - Friday 2/14/20 5pm-8pm 
The Dance Party is an annual dance party fundraiser held in the school gym. A DJ plays music from all ages. 
There is an early dance party that is perfect for younger children and then the bigger kids come a bit later. 
There is pizza and snacks for sale in the cafeteria.  
 
Women in History - Friday 3/6/20 
Each year in March, classes see compelling vignettes presented by current students, past students, parents 
and friends portraying amazing women who each made a huge impact on history. Parents do not need to 
attend, but you may hear your child talk about this after seeing a presentation. 
 
Foundation Auction - Saturday 3/14/20 
Organized by the third grade parents, the annual Foundation Auction is a themed fundraiser, held at the Greek 
Church on Glisan. Costumes are NOT required, but do add to the fun. There is an online auction which 
includes some less expensive items (haircuts, gift baskets, parties and events), a silent auction at the party 
where you can write down your bid and come back to see who is bidding against you for a set amount of time, 
and a live auction where some of the more expensive items are auctioned off.  
 
Auctioned items have included trips to Europe, stays at a beach house, bourbon tasting, rental of a dutch hot 
tub to be delivered by bike, “principal for a day” where your student gets to shadow the principal for the day, a 
custom screen door to be built for your house, and the ever popular class artwork that the kids make 
themselves. Tickets are sold for the event, which include dinner and drinks. You are not required to bid on 
anything, and can just come for the party if you wish. It’s a great way to see our community with “its hair down” 
and there are lots of fun parents who dress up, dance and have a great time. 
 
SPRING 
International Night - Tentatively Friday 4/24/20 
International Night is a fundraiser and educational opportunity rolled into one. This event allows families to 
come and taste international cuisine from various countries, see performances from various cultures, and do 
crafts that celebrate other cultures. The event is inexpensive, usually less than $10 for dinner, and it’s a fun 
way to hang out with the Laurelhurst Community.  
 
Laps for Lions - Tuesday 4/28/20, rain date Tuesday 5/5/20 
Parent volunteers are needed for this event, which raises money for art electives. Laps for Lions proceeds help 
pay for: choir for grades 3-8; musical plays for 2nd, 3rd, and 5th grades; a yearly upper-grade play production; 
a spring talent show; classroom residencies and art supplies. 
 
Rose Show - Friday 5/29/20 
An annual voluntary event that is connected to the Portland Rose Festival. Children may bring in a rose from 
their own or others' gardens to be judged by official Portland Rose Festival judges. Categories include but are 
not limited to: "Best Rose," "Best Stem of Roses," "Best Single Bud," "Best Arrangement," and even "Most 
Creative Container."  
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Junior Rose Parade  
The Fred Meyer Junior Rose Parade happens every year in early June in the Hollywood Neighborhood. To pull 
your child from the school for the parade you will need to sign a permission slip - in advance of parade day - 
and return it to the office. If your child does not want to attend, teachers make it a fun afternoon for the kids 
that remain at school. Your child will NOT be the only one left at school; many students choose not to attend 
the parade. 
 
Field Day - 6/5/20 
Field day is an annual fun event that happens near the end of the school year. Parent volunteers are needed to 
make sure the kids move through the field day events smoothly.  
 
LINKS AND RESOURCES 
Laurelhurst PTA Email: President@LaurelhurstSchoolPTA.org  
Laurelhurst PTA Website: LaurelhurstSchoolPTA.org  
Laurelhurst News Notes: LaurelhurstSchoolPTA.MembershipToolkit.com/ 
Laurelhurst Enrichments Website: LaurelhurstSchoolPTA.org/enrichments 
Laurelhurst Enrichments Email: enrichments@LaurelhurstSchoolPTA.org 
Laurelhurst Foundation: www.laurelhurstfoundation.org 
Laurelhurst School Parents Group on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/35411567421 
Laurelhurst Kids Club (neighborhood only)  on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/127980480561569 
Scrip Email: LaurelhurstSchoolbucks@gmail.com  
Scrip Website: www.ShopWithScrip.com (Laurelhurst enrollment code: 1CC6681L29393) 
YMCA at Laurelhurst: https://www.pps.net/Page/5149  
Fred Meyer Community Rewards: www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards 
PPS Master Calendar http://www.pps.k12.or.us/calendar 
Laurelhurst School Website:  http://www.pps.k12.or.us/schools/laurelhurst/1780.htm 
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